THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“ For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which 
is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the spirit of God. 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolsshness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spirstually 
discerned.” —Cor. 2: 11, 14. 
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RESTORATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 


NEARLY eighteen centuries had elapsed since the Savior of the world 
had given His life, that we might be redeemed from sin and death. After 
His glorious resurrection, He had given to His zealous friends, the Apostles, 
the power to establish His Church through all the world. They had not 
toiled in vain, but after a faithful ministry, crowned with signal success, 
they all but one, John, the beloved of the Lord, laid down their lives for 
the testimony that they had borne to all parts of the then known world. 
Christian churches multiplied, they gained not only in numbers, but in 
riches, and in power too, until the emperor, Constantine, accepted the faith 
of the despised Nazarene, and set the official seal of the empire upon the 
unpopular religion. Alas! when, in his simple mind, the faithful had 
reached the zenith of his expectations, it was but the crowning of that 
unholy power which, as Paul had prophesied centuries before, should sit in 
the temple of God, declaring itself God. More lustre was added unto this 
apostate church; worldly learning, heathen lore, took place of the Spirit 
of inspiration and of revelation by which the true Church of Christ is 
always guided, pagan rites were substituted for the simple ordinances of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, damnable doctrines were introduced to lead 
simple souls astray, unrighteous dominion was exercised, wars and blood- 
shed held sway over the followers of so-called Christendom, where brotherly 
love used once to reign. Nations sprung up with their desires for self- 
aggrandizement at the expense of their neighbors, the weaker because the 
slaves of the stronger, and thus after all the labor that the Heavenly 


— —4ä—ä—öää.i .... ¼U—ͤ— x ä .'.ĩ]ð17i1— ĩͥ]¶łXù — ʃ— ͥ 
ͤ . — —ꝛæQꝓ“TU'EAñl ũñ—,:. ðᷣͤ̃—— t ͤ— . œ—2— — ä. (—B—ͤ—— — 
i 
— W- —„— 
5 
* 


546 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Gardener had bestowed upon His orchard, the olive tree had become wild 
and its fruit bitter and unfit for use. 

But let us turn away from such a melancholy spectacle and behold a 
more inspiring view, to cheer our hearts and revive our faith! 

See that young boy, who perplexed by the jarring and contending sects, 
but yet relying upon the Word of God, kneels alone in the woods! He 
had read: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him”; and now 
he comes to try the Lord! Will God be true to His word? Will he reveal 
Himself unto this mere boy, when great men, pious men, men of learning, 
men of ability, men who have given their lives for the service of their 
Maker, men who refused not to be sacrificed upon the altar of religious 
freedom, had not been privileged to hear the voice of God, much less to 
look upon His face? Yes, God answered Joseph’s prayer; the Father and 
the Son condescended to leave their heavenly abode to come to this wicked 
earth and visit an obscure farmer’s boy in the State of New York, in the 
spring of 1820. 

Now, why was Joseph Smith thus privileged above all other men? No- 
where.do we read in the Holy Writ that both the Father and the Son 
appeared together unto any of the children of men. To Latter-day Saints 
is the reason obvious. Joseph was one of those great and noble spirits, 
shown by the Lord to Abraham, our father, when he was permitted to gaze 
upon the panorama of this world’s creation and upon the distant vistas as 
they were unrolled before his wondering eyes. “Abraham saw my day,” 
said the Savior to the incredulous Jews, “and was glad.” Did he not see 
also the day in which we live? Did he not see Joseph the Prophet, with 
the host of mighty men and women, who were held in reserve in the spirit 
world, to come forth in the latter days, to work again in the vineyard of 
the Lord, to plant, water, trim and finally gather fruit most acceptable 
unto the Lord, fruit worthy of eternal life! 

After this appearing to youthful Joseph, and answering to his question, 
which of all sects in the world is the true Church, by saying that none of 
them was right in His sight, that they were all corrupt, that they taught 
for doctrines the commandments of men, the Lord commanded him to 
join none of them, but promised him that the time would come when His 
Church would be established again. In 1823, three years after this glorious 
event, Joseph was again visited, this time, by an angel, who came to fulfil, 
in part at least, the promise of the Lord. The angel, Moroni, showed him 
the plates containing the Book of Mormon, which is the fullness of the 
Gospel; and four years later, in 1827, the same angel Moroni gave him 
those plates, along with the means to translate the writing engraved 
thereon. A scribe, Oliver Cowdery, was provided by the Lord for the in- 
experienced and unlearned Joseph, and thus equipped the boy Prophet 
went to the work of translating the Nephite’s record. The Book of Mormon 
will yet, in the sling of Joseph, prove to be the stone that will prostrate 
the Goliath form of modern Babylon, that mother of iniquity ; for it is the 
pure Gospel of Jesus Christ, nothing added thereto, nothing taken away 
therefrom. It makes the simple wise, it opens the eyes of those who were 
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blind in spiritual matters, and those who receive it with an honest heart, 
and follow the iron rod, will finally pluck from the tree of life that fruit 
which is most delicious, and most precious to the soul. 

Now at the age of twenty-four, possessing a record of truth, the Book of 
Mormon, having also the Urim and Thummim by which he could obtain 
revelations from the Lord, having seen God the Father, and the Son, what 
would seem more natural than that Joseph Smith would go to work, pro- 
claim the Gospel, build up a Church, and put himself on record as a most 
remarkable man, seeing that he had received such manifestations from on 
high? But not so; Joseph was not seeking for notoriety; he was not 
seeking to establish a Church according to his notions, as was done by so 
many around him. He reads in the New Witness for God, the Book of | 
Mormon,” how that, in ancient ages, people were baptized on this con- 
tinent for the remission of sins. Again, but this time having a companion 
with him, he seeks the Lord in the woods. And lo and behold, on the 15th 
of May, 1829, an angel, John the Baptist, in answer to their earnest 
prayers, appears unto Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, and confers upon 
them the Aaronic Priesthood, using the following words: “Upon you, my 
fellow-servants, in the name of Messiah, I confer the Priesthood of Aaron, 
which holds the keys of the ministering of angels, and of the Gospel of 
repentance, and of baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; and 
this shall never be taken again from the earth until the sons,of Levi do 
offer again an offering unto the Lord in righteousness.” 

Commanded by the angel, they baptized each other, and confirmed 
upon each other the Priesthood of Aaron, which they had just received. 
Filled with joy and the Spirit of God, they spoke and prophesied of the 
future greatness of the work of God. In the Bible every Prophet of old 
relates in his own words and depicts to us the grandeur and the glory of 
the appearance of the Lord, when he was ordained and sent as Prophet of 
the Most High. In the Pearl of Great Price, the ordination of Joseph and 
Oliver is described in magnificent language. There are few passages 
written anywhere which excel the lofty sentiments expressed in those 


pages. 

Here the skeptics will ask: What evidence have we that Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery were ordained by John the Baptist to the Aaronic 
Priesthood, as they claim?” We have their word, which, like the testi- 
mony of the witnesses to the Book of Mormon, has never been successfully 
gainsaid ; although Oliver and several of those witnesses apostatized, they 
never recanted. Those who object to Joseph Smith’s testimony put them- 
selves on record with the Pharisees of old, who said unto Christ: “Thou 
bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true.” Before judging nations 
and people God has always sent witnesses among the world, Noah to the 
antediluvians, Jesus and His Apostles to the Jews, Joseph Smith and his 
successors to those living in the latter days; and “if any man will do His 
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself,” said the Savior. On no other grounds does the Christian 
world accept the testimonies of Moses, Isaiah, John or Paul. “In the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be established.” No 
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doubt the Lord said of Joseph as of Jeremiah: “Before I formed thee in 
the belly, I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a Prophet unto the nations.” At the 
time of his first vision Joseph was not commissioned; neither was he, 
when the angel Moroni revealed unto bim the stick of Joseph, the Book of 
Mormon. But now he was ordained as was Aaron, by direct revelation, 
under the hands of him who held that Priesthood in the days of Christ, 
even of him who baptized the Lamb of God. Here the links of the chain 
that had been broken by the universal apostasy, again became welded 
together by revelation from heaven. 
[TO BE CONTINUED]. 


ONE OF MANY THOUSANDS. 


HE spoke to no one that day, but his face was white with fear. The 
work that he had to do demanded very little thought; for he had been 
doing it many years, and swiftness was required even more than skill. 
For the first time in his life he noticed that his hands shook. He smiled 
bitterly. “That is from worry,” he said to himself, “but I suppose the 
foreman will pretend to consider it a sign of old age. People’s ideas differ 
as to that. A judge is good enough for work at eighty, nobody thinks a 
statesman beyond use when he is seventy, a parson may preach at three- 
score and ten, our master considers himself in the prime of life; but I am 
liable to be turned off, though my only crime is that I am fifty-six years 
old.” 

The mouth of the man quivered at the thought, and at other thoughts 
and misgivings which followed it, and a pitiable expression of grief settled 
upon his face. 

At length pay time arrived. 

He waited to take his money last, but he saw his mates, one by one, turn 
away, some with an oath, and some with a bitter laugh. 

One, a friend of his, came to him. “It is all up with us, old chap,” he 
said: “trade is bad, and all the wickedest ones are getting the sack. You 
are guilty too. The only sin we have committed is to have grown old. 
You are as bad as the rest.” 

He did not quite believe in his own dismissal. His employer and he 
were members of the same church. The master was a deacon, and only at 
the last communion the man had received the bread and wine at his hands. 
He could not help hoping that this might, in his case, make some little 
difference. 

But it did not. He got his week’s notice with the rest. 

“I have served the master faithfully, man and boy, for nearly forty 
years,” he said, in his gentle, quivering voice. “And been paid your wages 
faithfully every Saturday,” snapped the paymaster. _ 

It was very true, and all the world would say that he ought to have 
saved money ; and so he had, but so little that it was as nothing in the face 
of future years of no income. His wages had never been large, and he 
had a considerable family to provide for, while frequent illnesses and 


| 

| 

| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 549 


several deaths had drained his savings. His great pride in his home, 
seconded by his wife, had led him to purchase some little bit of furniture 
whenever he could afford it; and there was much refinement about the 
man, though he was only a factory worker. 

“Bit by bit the home will have to go, I suppose,” he said to himself as 
he went out into the dreary fog. But he was not quite without hope —yet. 
Perhaps some one else would take him on, or he might succeed in getting 
a change of work. 

He said nothing in his home of what had happened. His wife noticed 
that he looked pale and was unusually silent, that was all. 

After their tea-dinner, taken on Saturdays at three, he went out into the 
town and the market. Always, for years, he had spent sixpence there on 
fruit which he carried home as a Saturday treat for the children, some- 
times adding half-a-pint of shrimps or a bunch of watercress or a stick of 
celery. Such luxuries were for him no longer; he could not afford to pay 
away & penny that was not for necessaries. 

Before he went home he called on nine persons whom he knew, and who 
were friendly and employers of labor, and sought some promise of occu- 
pation from them, telling them the story of what had happened. But 
nobody needed him; for the most part the work seemed to be given to boys 
who ought to have been at school, not men, and certainly not to old men 
of fifty-six ! 

Achill fell upon the heart of his wife when he came home very tired, 
pale and sad, and without the accustomed paper bag of apples or oranges. 

On Sunday he grew very bold, and after the evening service he ventured 
to go to the minister’s vestry and ask if he might have a few minutes talk 
with him. The minister was ready. He expected it was some spiritual 
difficulty to be considered, or perhaps a welcome acknowledgment of help 
and light received in some sermon. The pastor was disappointed, and he 
would rather not have done what he was requested to do, namely, see his 
chief deacon and try to get him to reinstate his poor brother. But it 
seemed his duty, so he did not refuse it. The week was a busy one, how- 
ever, and it was near the end of it before he could execute his commission, 
and see the employer upon whose word the happiness of many homes 
depended. 

The master was rather annoyed at the interference of the minister, and 
he turned off the application with a laugh. “Business, my dear sir, 
business has to rule us to-day. Men are really not so quick after fifty as 
before, so we don’t keep them to our own detriment. I am sorry for this 
man, but it would never do for me to make any exception in his case 
because he happens to be a member of the same church as I. The others 
would consider it unfair, and it would be so.” 

“Try and get other work,” said the pastor, when he told his poor friend 
the result of his application. “There are other factories.” 

“But they all turn the old men off,” was the hopeless reply. 

It took three months only to change that man almost beyond recognition. 
The first to go was the elasticity from his step, next the brightness faded 
from his eyes, then all the color left his cheeks which became grey and 
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faded, next he began to stoop. At last it was noticed that his hair was 
white and that he was never seen to smile. 
He was slowly dying of grief and old age at the age of fifty-six.— Hz. 
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STATE REGULATION OF MARRIAGE. 


Amona the dreams of reformers there is one that has probably been 
often fondly dwelt upon, though few have had the courage to proclaim it. 
It is the plan of checking the growth of disease and crime by preventing 
the engendering of offspring by those who are diseased in body or in mind. 
In the present state of public opinion such a dream is undoubtedly Utopian, 
yet “the thoughts of man are widened with the process of the suns”; and 
who knows whether the twentieth century may not see this somewhat 
misty dream crystallising into a reality? We should, perhaps, have to 
look to our cousins across the Atlantic for the actual framing of laws 
directed to this end; for many plans of social reform have taken bodily 
shape on that go-ahead soil. And if many of them have, like the Utah 
system, become dissolved in the overwhelming tide of popular feeling, 
some of more substantial structure may, perbaps, abide. 

Three papers were read at the forty-ninth annual meeting of the 
American Medical Association; and among thew we may count up four 
main plans for the improvement of the rising generation, as follows: 1. 
Better training of children; 2. The reform of punishment so as to make 
it corrective rather than vindictive; 3. Asexualisation; 4. Regulation of 
marriage by exacting medical certificates from the contracting parties. 

Of the first two plans it may be said that there is everything in their 
favor, and nothing against them; and with this we may dismiss them from 
present consideration. The plan of asexualisation has no doubt arguments 
to support it; but there is much to be said on the other side. Dr. McCassy 
himself acknowledges that it is not reliable. “Oriental people, including 
the Turks,” he says, “have tried this treatment among the Eastern eunuchs 
and have no confidence in it as a method of reform. The eunuchs were 
shameless, melancholic, and often suicidal, as well as defective in courage, 
gentleness, and remorse.” Nevertheless, he advocates the practice, which 
would, he thinks, speedily limit the dissemination of disease, vice, and 
crime, if applied to defectives and criminals. He would approve of it also 
as a punishment for rape; and of this it may at least be said that the 
punishment would fit the crime. But we venture to affirm that, apart 
from all scientific objections, the rock on which any legislation directed to 
this end would split, is one of sentiment in the mind of the public; and 
that it is no more likely to become a legal practice than would be the 
provision of a lethal chamber for the suppression of idiots. 

We have, lastly, the State regulation of marriage. Dr. Brower contends 
that “the marriage licence, in addition to present requirements, should 
demand evidence that both parties are in good health, that they are not 
inebriates, not epileptic, not tuberculous, not insane, not criminals, not 
paupers, and that they have no active venereal disease.” Dr. Burr holds 
the same view, believing that “the public good demands that every can- 
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didate presenting himself or herself for a licence to marry should be 
required to file a certificate of health from a legally qualified examining 
physician, showing freedom from hereditary diseases, like insanity or 
epilepsy, from all active tuberculous infections, and from communicable 
venereal diseases.— Medical Press. 


METHODISM IN THE UNITED States.—We are glad that our brethren of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church of America are beginning to give serious 
attention to the fact that their vast communion, after decades of immense 
progress, is now practically at a standstill. Weare glad that the Christian 
Advocate of New York, their official organ, admits “That the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, with nearly three millions of communicants and a vast 
number of Sunday-school scholars, should add less than seven thousand 
to its membership in 1899 is startling.” Our influential contemporary 
adds the yet more ominous fact that in the same period it shows a “decline 
of twenty-eight thousand, five hundred and ninety-five” in probationers 
for membership. The Cristian Advocate then goes on to state that the 
true remedy for this is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Of course 
there is a certain sense in which this is totally misleading. We have no 
authority in reason or Scripture for believing that the Pentecostal blessing 
will be given to any Church that refuses to use its brains and to adapt its 
arrangements and machinery to the changing conditions of success on 
earth. Methodist Times. 


CaTHOLIcs IN CHINA.— Several times in all friendliness we have called 
attention to the nonsense published in the Daily Hapress. Yet again it 
permits the statement that there are six or seven millions of native 
Christians in China! We corrected this error only lately. Yet their 
Shanghai correspondent telegraphed these numbers, and also said that the 
native Christians were deserted by their spiritual guides who had escaped 
with their wives and families! Once again let us tell this incorrigible 
paper that the native aud European Christians all told do not reach one- 
third of the number it says. The Catholic native Christians in China 
number between half a million and a million. These are served by four 
hundred native priests and eight hundred European priests, who will be 
found not to have deserted their flocks in order to save themselves, their 
wives and their children! The Protestant native Christians do not reach 
a fourth of the Catholic numbers. The Catholic churches and chapels in 
China number three thousand—besides schools, colleges, convents, dis- 
pensaries, hospitals, orphanages, and other charitable institutions. Plainly 
the Shanghai correspondent of the Zxpress is quite ignorant as to the 
primary facts of Christianity in China.—Catholic Times. 


— 


Tn sHALL REVEAL 1T.—He who has seen only the daylight knows 
nothing of that heaven of stars which all night long hang overhead their 
lamps of gold. When death has dusted off this body from me, who will 
dream for me the new powers I shall possess? It were vain to try. Time 
shall reveal it all—_THEODORE PARKER. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 1900. 


EFFRONTERY OF CHRISTENDOM. 


THERE are many strange things in the religious circles of Christendom 
which compel the attention of every thinking observer. It is not only the 
diversity of doctrine, organization, methods of promulgation and discipline, 
but there are other radical peculiarities which are incompatible with the 
fundamental ideas of original Christianity at least. 

It is a perennial idea with the chameleon Christianity of to-day, to claim 
authority for the One through whom this higher suggestion of religious 
life was originally presented. They use His name, they profess to be His 
disciples, they laud His leadership and extol His character, they declare 
the former to be absolute and unquestioned, and the latter to be reproduce- 
able by the observance of His deeds and words, and then they turn with 
sublime equanimity to that apostolic charge just prior to the ascension, 
and base upon that specific appointment of special men their own claim 
to be considered the authorised ministers of both word and spirit. 

To show the fallacy of this assumption is, but to mention it, indeed it is 
only the consecration of usage which preserves it from ridicule, and thought 
would for ever bar so flagrant an assumption if applied in regard to any 
other pretension in ordinary life and action, for no finding—or use at 
least—of a commission granted to one long since dead would or could be 
allowed in any government of;man, whether high or low! 

In the mother Church there is a filmy shadow of hereditary succession ; 
but inasmuch as this refers to a divine order established at great cost, and 
as the result of divine counsel reaching back into the eternities, all change 
made by assumed authority, or if the product of human wisdom only, 
vitiates all pretensions, and makes questionable all change, whether 
fundamental or otherwise, most certainly, however, in the former, and 
only less in the apparently small, for really comparatives are unallowable 
in anything of so august and lofty an origin. 

This idea of authority is either mythical or real, if of the. former it be- 
littles man, it makes him the product of accident. He is but a waif on the 
great stream of existence, purpose dies, and all aspiration is but a fantasy 
of the brain, the egotism of being, the dream of life. On the other hand, 
if real, no subject is so fraught with interest, so far-reaching in character, 
so elevating in thought, so sublime in fact. 

Man is almost less than nothing, if he is as the beast of the field; but 
his true right is dominion, his field is the world, the elements are his toys 
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and his utensils. If he is more than that, then all the sentiment, the as- 
pirations and day-dreams of the ages are but prophetic, and their realiza- 
tion in the very nature of things is fully assured. If he is divine in origin 
divine interest in him can never cease, it must have been co-existent with 
man, it must have found expression in law and counsel, in communication 
and in revealment. If these as been cut off, or in suspense, it has been 
in violation of divine sympathy and interest, man himself must have 
erected the barriers of non-communion, and he must have been the active 
instrument in furthering isolation. Darkness has come by his volition 
and choice, and his wayward rejection of light and knowledge is alone 
responsible for the fearful gulf between divine beneficence and human 
needs. Not that Deity is to manifest himself directly to every man, or that 
personal visitation is desirable or possible for human frailty, apathy and 
sin, but by the medium of dreams, angels, prophets and special messengers 
hath light and invitation come to the human race; often rejected and 
wasted away, others have been delegated until history shows a continued 
authoritative interference from the beginning even unto now; if authori- 
tative—obedience was implied, if not so, obligation was in no way 
mandatory or compulsory, however good the intention of the teacher or 
the receptivity of the taught, and so this great question of authority 
will not down at the instance of ignorance or unbelief. It is desirable, 
and absolutely a necessity of the situation, man needs teaching and cor- 
rection, he is susceptible to progress, and has within himself all the 
attributes of advancement, and these were and are embedded in his very 
nature by divine wisdom and eternal intent. 

The inference is natural and inevitable, that for anyone to assume this 
authority, this official status, and on his own responsibility to claim a 
divine mission, there must be a penalty provided equal to the trans- 
gression. All earthly governments and organizations provide against 
this, they visit assumption with penalty, and repetition with suppression 
or death, and yet there are those in the Christian world who declare 
appointment superfluous, but the question comes, if ever this (to be 
valid) was needed, is it not now? If ever the world needed divinely 
appointed prophets and teachers is not this the time? If the word of the 
Lord ever was given to mankind surely it would be most desirable when 
uncertainty is epidemic, when the world lingers breathless on the lips of 
those who are of repute for wisdom, whether in the councils of the State 
or Church! If Priesthood did ever have meaning or carried any weight, 
if the religious sentiment in man ever needed direction, or if inspiration 
was ever a necessity it must be so to-day! The opening of the heavens 
now, and the manifestation of the divine purpose and will now, would be 
a boon to individuals and the world, and if ever the authority of the 
Savior needed the mental vehemence of a Paul, and the martyr spirit of 
primitive Christianity for its preaching, the present age of all others is in 
the direst straits and need, and the unblushing effrontery of modern 
religionists in denying revelation, in their protests against the need of 
authority, in their determination to set aside the established order of God 
through Christ, and to assert that “belief alone” will give men “the great 
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salvation” wrought out of Him—if anything can demonstrate the perversity 
of pretence, the lack of authority, the universality of human invention 
and the absence of true Christianity, it is by this declared upon the house- 
tops so that “he who runs may read.” The wisdom and need of a new 
revelation becomes strikingly obvious, and most strange of all is it that 
tradition, education and the power of creed and custom is so potent, that 
to assert this necessity, to seek for these fundamentals is to invite the 
persecution, and to receive the anathemas of a Godless Church—that, 
which at the best is hardly a counterfeit of the ever grand, potent, in- 
fallible and everlasting Gospel revealed of Christ and promulgated even 
unto death by his Apostles. 1 


DEpaRTED.—After four months in the Royal Infirmary, Liverpool, Elder 
H. L. Christiansen finally gave up the battle for life at 9:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 23. Brother Christiansen was unable, on his arrival by 
the s.s. Pennland, April 22, to either go forward or return. The following 
day he was admitted, by recommend, into the institution, where all that 
medical skill and good nursing could do fell to his lot, and he recovered 
from pneumonia, which was his first trouble, finally yielding to disorder 
of the kidneys. 

The deceased was fifty-three years of age, had a wife and four children. 
They had lived in Riverton some years, but returned to Salt Lake City. 
His great anxiety was to secure the genealogy of bis family, and nearly to 
the last he had hopes that he would accomplish that object, but it was 
otherwise determined, and now his earthly remains will be all that his 
family can receive in this probation so sadly closed. | 

The brethren and sisters have been indefatigable in their attentions so 
far as regulations would permit. Many of his nationality, en route for 
Scandinavia, called to see him and gave him all possible cheer. The re- 
mains have been clothed as is usual], and placed in an inner case, then lead- 
covered, sealed, coffined, and finally stamped with the consul’s authority for 
shipment when opportunity serves. Owing to delirium little was said by 
Brother Christiansen, but in his lucid moments, he said to the brethren 
that “he should be home in a day or two.” His thought was filled, and 
while our regrets are many, while our sympathies, our faith and our prayers 
are for the stricken wife and fatherless children, we yet believe that he 
was a faithful Elder, a good Latter-day Saint, and as such it is probably 
immaterial when or where such “jump the life to come,” there is a reward, 
and we know that by the Gospel it is “immortality and eternal life.” Peace 
for the dead, blessing upon the family, thanks to the Elders and Sisters 
who ministered unto him, and gratitude to the Institution which was open 
to him, to its professional men and nurses whose attentions were con- 
tinuous, hopeful and patient, believing in a recovery which never came. 
Presidents Lyman and McMurrin supervised all the arrangements, Sisters 
from Zion worked on needed habilament, Elder Davis (who came across 
the sea with the deceased) and Elder Horsley were unremitting in visiting 
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and other attentions from first to last. All is well, “it is the Lord’s doing, 
and marvellous in our eyes,” for faith looks beyond the exterior to trace 
a voice and ever-loving hand. 


The Manchester Guardian of the 19th inst. gives place to a good letter 
from Elder B. R. Birchall, in reply to the Rector of Middleton (who wrote 
in the same paper a lengthy tirade against Mormonism“). It is a pleasure 
to see so influential a paper willing to admit a response on this topic, and 
Elder Birchall did his work well, but it is astounding that educated and 
supposedly well-read men on religious phenomena should all fall back on 
antiquated assertions instead of meeting “Mormonism” on scriptural 
grounds, and so proving its doctrines true or false. The Book of Mormon 
can be had for a small price, and the Elders have held it up for over sixty 
years. They have preached in every town and village, have urged in- 
vestigation, and scattered millions of tracts in’ the British Isles, so that 
ignorance is now no virtue, and among the clerics inexcusable; yet the 
truth remains unknown, prejudice is still rampant, and there, appears to 
be an unexpressed dread that after all there may be something in it, and so 
thousands (like the hunted ostrich) bury their heads in the sand, un- 
conscious of the fact that they exhibit the least pleasant part of their 
mental and spiritual anatomy to the world. 


“42” had a very pleasant visit from President Hill of the Liverpool 
Conference, who was delighted with the addition to his ministerial force. 
President Frisby and Elder J. J. Daynes of the Birmingham Conference 
paid a flying visit to Liverpool last week. Elders Burdett and Morris 
of the Sheffield Conference also came over to meet friends and returned. 


APPRECIATED.—A very interesting reminiscent letter is to hand from 
Elder G. Ruff, late of the Nottingham Conference, who expressed his 
delight at being home again, and mentions his appointment as a home 
missionary, but remembers lovingly his associations in this land, and 
bespeaks prosperity for the Saints generally, and especially those among 
whom he labored, and whose kindness and blessing he so often shared. 


ANOTHER.—We have received quite a newsy and interesting letter from 
Elder J. Alma Holdaway, dated Aleppo, August 13th. In it he advises us 
that owing to the reception of nineteen members of the Church from 
Aintob, who came for employment, there are now sixty in the branch at 
Aleppo. Some baptisms have occurred lately, and there are besides quite 
a few investigators, and that further increase will necessitate the renting 
of a larger hall there, both for services and Sabbath school purposes. We 
are glad to hear of this success, and we also realize that the training of the 
Oriental mind goes on somewhat different lines from missionary work 
work elsewhere, but if the Spirit of the Lord Jeads the outcome is certain, 
though it tarry for a season. 


ARRIVAILIS.— The following named missionaries arrived from Zion per s.s. 
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New England, via Boston, August 23rd inst. For the British Mission— 
Wm. B. Dougall, Salt Lake City; D. Carlos Kimball, Maria A. Kimball 
(wife), Sugar House; L. Sumner Pond, Jr., Gentile Valley, Idaho; Wm. G. 
Burton, Evanston, Wyoming; D. J. Brown, Alpine; A. L. F. MacDermott, 
San Juan Co., Utah. For Scandinavia—Chas. J. Olsen, Elsinore; M. H. 
Knudson, Provo.; E. J. Isaksen, Peoa.; Carl Neilsen, Salt Lake City; 
Christian H. Christiansen, Centerfield, Utah; Peter W. Erickson, Dublan, 
Mexico. For Germany—Joseph H. Hertzig, Burton, Idaho. For the 
Netherlands—Ada C. Cannon, Salt Lake City. 


APPOINTMENTS.—The Elders that arrived for the British Mission have 
been appointed to labor in the several Conferences as follows: Wm. B. 
Dougall, A. L. F. MacDermott, London; D. Carlos Kimball, Maria A. 
Kimball, Liverpool; Wm. G. Burton, Bristol; L. 8. Pond, Jr., Newcastle; 
D. J. Brown, Birmingham. 


RELEASE —Elder John Carter of the Liverpool Conference is honorably 
released from his missionary labors, on account of sickness in his family, 
to return home via s.s. New England, sailing August 30. 


TRANSFER.—Elder A. T. Hill is hereby transferred from the London to 
the Welsh Conference. 


VISTroRks.— Among the arrivals by s.s. New ngland, we had the pleasure 
of greeting Elder Henry Wallace, wife and two daughters. Also Sister 
Rebecca E. Little and her daughters Vivian and Kitty. The visitors count 
on an European tour, to include Paris and the Exposition. We hope the 
trip will be an enjoyment and a pleasant memory for years to come, and 
that they may all return in peace and safety. 


District Meretinc.—President James L. McMurrin went to Carlisle on 
Saturday, August 25th, for the District Meeting there, as already an- 
nounced. An enjoyable time was had, congregations were fair and 
mostly strangers, but a good work will probably be done there as the 
brethren become acquainted. President McMurrin returned the following 
Monday evening, accompanied by Elder Jacobs of the Newcastle Con- 
ference, who will meet his wife here who comes to visit England for a 
while. Elder Jacobs reports a very happifying out to Norton, some few 
miles from Stockton. The Sunday school children of the Middlesboro’ 
branch, with their parents and a few of the Saints there had determined 
on this, and en route they picked up the Stockton Sunday school and 
others to the number of eighty, who spent at the resort (a field hired for 
the occasion) a very pleasant, profitable and successful day. All returned 
in safety and peace, satisfied and mayhap looking forward to another such 
occasion, “when the sign is right.” 


District MrEetTinc.—A District Meeting will be held on September 9th, 
in the Clarendon Temperance Hall, St. Albans, London. Priesthood 
Meeting at 10:30 a.m., Public Meetings at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
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ISRAEL IN LONDON. 


Were it not for the dirt which seems to dog the habitation and life 
of every Eastern native, and of the Israelite in particular, the Jew would 
be almost a model citizen. Oné thing will strike the visitor to any Jewish 
colony—whether it be in Whitechapel, or in Birmingham, or in that 
“delightful” district of Leeds, the Leylands—and that is the number of 
children possessed by each family. The streets swarm with little members 
of the “Chosen People” to an extent which will surprise him, and which 
makes any attempt to drive along them fraught with much danger to some- 
body’s life and limb. When any feast comes round—and these functions 
seem to arrive for the Jew almost every other week, Middlesex Street and 
Houndsditch put on their best attire and saunter forth to see and be seen. 
The wide and fine Whitechapel Road is the recognised promenade on such 
festal days, and here motley groups may be noticed parading backwards 
and forwards clad in garments which display all the colors of the rainbow, 
and some others which that natural phenomenon cannot boast. Jacob 
struts with a brand-new plum-colored waistcoat; Rachel has a yellow 
frock with a sky-blue hat; and Solomon feels “asveved | in all his glory” 
with a pair of white trousers, a pink vest, a black coat, and a silk hat, 
which, added to the overpowering effect of a tie whose pattern is a plaid 
of scarlet and green, make him really a striking picture. No seaside 
promenade in the kingdom rivals Whitechapel Road at such a time for 
show and color; it could give Brighton or Scarborough points and then 
win easily. And there is, through it all, a sense of freedom and noisy 
joyousness which does not make the scene less attractive. This is the Jew 
at his best, as against the dreary Petticoat Lane of other times. 

In the olden days the chief trade of the famous street was done on 
Sunday mornings, and consisted especially of dealing in old clothes and 
similar articles. Even to-day these form no small portion of the character- 
istics of Wentworth Street and ite off-shoots. But there have arisen new 
factories and warehouses for the making and storing of shoddy clothes, 
which are too often paid for by the blood and sinew of the poor Jews in 
the district, who are sweated by hard-hearted taskmasters of their own 
race to an extent which Pharaoh and his minions in Egypt during the 
bondage there would have been heartily ashamed of. And this is in 
Christian England! When women are paid twopence for making a shirt; 
when a pair of men’s trousers have to be made—and all necessaries found 
into the bargain—for the munificent sum of eighteenpence, surely it is time 
somebody in this country did something to put down such a system, which 
would be a disgrace to the most ignorant and barbarous land on earth! 
Houndaditch, however, scorns the clothing trade, and gives itself over to 
the selling of toys and such fancy nick-nacks. Here Jewish merchants try 
to get rid of as much glassware, ornamental vases, and silvered brooches 
as possible. The names which greet one on every hand in that portion of 
London which stretches from Aldgate to Moorgate, such names as Benoli, 
Levy, Abraham, Jacobs, Bernheim, etc., leave no doubt as to the national- 
ity of their owners or their original country. 


. 
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There are many curious signs to the visitor who knows how to read 
them as to the utter ascendancy which the Hebrew has attained in 
the district east of Algate Pump. As one walks along one is struck con- 
stantly with the extent to which the Hebrew language is used over a wide 
area in advertising all kinds of waresand things. The two most noticeable 
instances of this are with regard to the churches and the places of amuse- 
ment, The theatres of the neighborhood have bills and programmes spe- 
cially printed for the benefit of the youthful Isaacs and Leahs who wish 
to patronise them, but who may find a difficulty in quite comprehending 
“what it all means” in the language of the Anglo-Saxon. The forms of 
dramatic art were, as is well known, favored by the earlier ancestors of the 
Jews, and, indeed, we to-day owe something to them in this matter; but 
it is strange to think, nevertheless, that this is the way we repay them 
the debt.— English Illustrated Magazine. 


MILLIONS LIVED THERE. 


A CALIFORNIA company, Messrs. Smith, Davis and Hartmann, recently 
purchased from Senor Garcia, of the city of Mexico, a tract of timber land 
amounting to 200,000 hectares, or nearly equal to 500,000 acres. This tract 
embraces all the land lying contiguous to and south of the Corales pur- 
chase, owned by the “Mormon” colony, and in which Pacheco is situated. 
The recent purchase by Smith, Davis and Hartmann entirely surrounds 
our two settlements of Garcia and Chinchupa. 

Your correspondent is surveying the boundaries of this land, the lines 
running over some of the roughest and most difficult country I have ever 
seen yet. 

It is a great pity our own people could not have obtained possession of 
this timber—a tract of almost 800 square miles—lying as it does at our 
very doors, and being a most vital necessity to any community. 

What strikes an observer most forcibly are the many evidences seen 
everywhere in these mountains of the former dense population of this 
country now without a single inhabitant, except the small colonies of 
Pacheco, Garcia and Chinchupa. The whole of this mountain country of 
the Sierra Madre has been cultivated, not only the level parts, but every 
little ravine running down between two rocky points has been utilized by 
being terraced with stone walls every two or three rods apart, so as to 
make level spots between them, and this, too, on mountain slopes so rocky 
that only little patches of ground, say ten or fifteen feet wide, can be 
cultivated. 

Not only are these mountain tops, 8,000 to 9,000 feet high, thus cultivated, 
but the lowlands in the open valleys below. Little mounds are found all 
over the country, which, when explored, prove to have once been dwell- 
ings, and from which many interesting articles of household use have 
been obtained. 

In running the north boundary line of the recent purchase, latitude 30 
degrees, we spent a whole day triangulating and getting across the tre- 
mendous gorge of the Rio de Gavilanes (river of Hawks), about a quarter 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. , 559 


of a mile wide from brink to brink, and nearly 1,500 feet deep. Its sides 
are very difficult to descend or ascend. About half a mile above our line 
stands a hill in the bottom of the gorge, and upon, its summit is an old 
fortification built of stone. Its walls are still ten or twelve feet in height, 
and access is possible at one point only, and that by a difficult way, and 
only for one man at a time. It is very ancient, and for those times was a 
place of great strength, being entirely beyond the reach of arrows from 
any besieging force. Could those gray, moss-covered stones speak what 
an interesting story they could tell ! 

A thousand evidences prove that long ago all this country was inhabited 
by millions of people, and that they cultivated their lands by the rains 
alone in most localities; and this shows that in ancient times there was 
much more rain than now. From this time on rains will be more frequent 
and copious here than they are now, just as they have increased in Utah 
since its settlement, and millions of acres, now dry and sere, will become 
the home of another dense population. | 

Although it is a time of great war and desolation over the whole earth, 
it is also a time of restitution, which has begun and will continue until 
springs of water will break forth in the desert, and the “wilderness blos- 
som as the rose.”—J. H. MARTINEAU IN THE Deseret News. 


AS TO SECTS. 


Amona the addresses delivered at the late ecumenical congress on 
missions was one by Rev. J. H. Garrison of St. Louis, who contended that 
the present division of the “Christian” sects is a hindrance to the evan- 
gelization of the world. This, he said, is no longer a debatable question. 

In the course of his address he pointed out that the division in sects 
means an enormous loss in wasted energy and resources. But a more 
serious aspect of the matter is this, that the separation and the more or less 
separate ends to which the different denominations seem to be working 
have the tendency of engendering doubts in the minds of men and women, 
as to the reality of the facts of religion. The speaker stated that in every 
community there can be found a great number of upright, intelligent, and 
educated men who hold aloof from all churches, and that sectarian division 
is the sole reason why “Christianity” has been scandalized and discredited 
in their eyes. 

Anyone who has followed the religious currents in the world knows that 
this is true. He is aware that the wrangling about words, the anathemas, 
the persecutions that have transpired in the wake of “revivals” and psalm- 
singing, have given more offense than the open denials of infidels. Yet, 
the most lamentable result of such division; are this, that they constitute 
a great obstacle tothe progress of the Spirit of truth. As long as they 
continue the opposite power has great influence. To divide in order to 
rule, is the policy of the opponent of mankind. Unity, harmony, love, are 
the characteristics of the presence of the Almighty. When the Prophet 
of this dispensation was called upon to bring forth the light of truth, he 
was enjoined to withdraw from all the churches, and the reason for this 
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